
The “2007 Gilbert Group NQ Mining Industry Billfish Challenge”  was 
once again the most anticipated fishing events on the Eastern Aus-
tralian fishing calendar.  The participation, support and interest of 
this years tournament was the largest in its 25 year history and with 
$95,000 worth of cash and prizes up for grab it is not hard to see 
what excites many local and international fishermen to compete in 
the prestigious event.  While the 35 knot winds made fishing difficult 
and uncomfortable, the event was nevertheless a huge success 
thanks to the planning from the organizers and the dedication from 
the competitors to have fun at any opportunity. 
 
The tournament kicked off with the “Sign On” evening held for the 
first time at the Townsville Yacht Club.  After the official business 
was taken care of, the evening quickly turned social and proved to be a livened event for all involved.  With 
help from platters of oyster shooters the party was started and soon progressed to the fishing vessels where 
an impromptu marine disco kept the  
socializing going well into the morning.  Entertainment was provided in the form of a diving competition 
(Ashley Place and Talina O’Brien took out first prize with their joint effort) and an interesting disappearing 
act  when Lindsay Pemberton clothes disappeared then miraculously turned up on the roof of the Sail Club.   
 
After an early morning breakfast (and a couple of boxes of head-
ache tablets) the main event began with the traditional shot-gun 
start.  While the Over 8’s were off and racing to the fishing grounds 
the Under 8’s  
paraded their stuff and u-turned straight back to the marina due to 
unfavorable sea conditions.  
 
Despite billfish numbers being less then usual, the battle for first 
place was fiercely contended by all skippers and anglers.  The team 
from “Reel Chase”, skippered by Jim Dalling, continued to show 
their expertise by just beating “Kanahoee” by two fish and taking out 
their sixth win since 1999.  
 
While the larger boats competed by numbers it all came down to time when Gary Neil from “Sedative”,  
skippered by Russell O’Brien, tagged a marlin on Day 3.  This bill just trumped the sailfish caught by Glenn 
Nutter on board Viagra skippered by Rod Vearing on Day 4, allowing the team from Sedative to defend their 
2006 championship. 
 
The tournament was capped off with the Presentation Night held in the ballroom at Jupiter's Hotel & Casino 
where not only the winners could be celebrated and sponsors credited but everyone who attending enjoyed 
a fantastic Audio Visual display professionally done once again by Mark and his team at WIN Television. 
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Hang on!!! Kanahoee cops a rogue 
wave 

Les Ditton tags SedativeÕs only Mar lin 



Award Catergory Boat Points Billfish Tagged 

Champion Boat (Over 8m)  Reel Chase 6000 6 Billfish Tagged 

Runne r Up Boat (Over 8m) Kanahoe 4000 4 Billfish Tagged 

3rd Place Boat (Over 8m) Maritimo 3000 3 Billfish Tagged 

4th Place Boat (Over 8m) Kekoa 3000 3 Billfish Tagged 

Champion Boat  (8m & Under) Sedati ve 1000 1 (On count back) 

Runne r Up Boat (8m & Under) Viagra 1000 1 

Champion Team           Day 1 
                                       Day 2 
                                       Day 3 
                                       Day 4 
                                       Day 5 

Reel Chase 
Kanahoe 

Wild Turkey 
Sea Baby IV 
Reel Chase 

1000 
2000 
2000 
2000 
2000 

1 Billfish Tagged 
2 Billfish Tagged 
2 Billfish Tagged 
2 Billfish Tagged 
2 Billfish Tagged 

Perpetual Mining Team Trophy Sea Baby IV 2000 2 Billfish Tagged 

Champion Skipper (Over 8m) Jim Dalling  6000 6 Billfish Tagged 

Champion Skipper (8m & Under) Russell O'Brien 1000 1 Billfish Tagged 

Champion Crewman Darren Lewis (Reel Chase) - - 

Award Catergory Angler  Points Billfish Tagged 

Champion Angler (Over 8m)  Chris  Bramley (Kanahoe) 3000 32 Billfish Tagged 
 (On count back) 

Runne r Up Angler (Over 8m) Stuart Hull (Maritimo)  3000 3 Billfish Tagged 

3rd Place Angler  (Over  8m) Anne Dalling 3000 2 Billfish Tagged 

Champion Angler (8m & Under) Garry Neill 1000 1 Billfish Tagged 
(On count back) 

Runne r Up Angler (8m & Under) Glen Nutter 1000 1 Billfish Tagged 

First Marlin Tagged    Day 1 
                                     Day 2 
                                     Day 3 
                                     Day 4 
                                     Day 5 

Kelly Dalling 
Anne Dalling 

Chris Bramley 
Phil McMahon 
Anne Dalling 

11.38am 
9.07am 

12.09pm 
9.45am 
9.57am 

 

Champion Female Angler Kelly Dalling 2000 2 Billfish Tagged 

Most Meritorious Award Stuart Hull (Maritimo) Tagged an estimated 180lb Black Marlin after a 3hr fight 

Champion Junior N/A   

First Sailfish Tagged  Day 1 
                                     Day 2 
                                     Day 3 
                                     Day 4 
                                     Day 5 

- 
Chris Jones 

- 
Rob Chalkley 

- 

- 
9..45am 

- 
9.50am 

- 

 

Legendary 
Skipper Jim 
Dalling & 
Team Reel 
Chase receive 
their winners 
cheque 

8m & Under Champions Sedative 
win back to back awards 

 






